CHAP, v              HIS RETURN TO INDIA                      63
that some fortunate accident might throw the command
into his hands, directed him, in the first instance, to
proceed to Bombay. He landed in November 1755, and
finding that Colonel Scott was dead, at once assumed
the command. But the Bombay Government, consider-
ing itself bound by the Provisional Treaty of Madras,
would not sanction the proposed expedition, and it was
abandoned.
Olive was again in India, where, meantime, great
changes had taken place. The year that followed his
departure from Madras is memorable for the Homeric
combats between the English and French beneath the
walls of Trichinopoly. The struggle was unequal, for
the English were always inferior in number; and their
native allies, half tempted by the promises of Dupleix,
gave them but uncertain support. In the Trichinopoly
campaign of 1753-54 Lawrence and his grenadiers
covered themselves with glory. The English leader
triumphed over every obstacle; in the darkest days he
never despaired of success; and for more than a year
he maintained his hold upon the historic rock in the
face of an active and enterprising enemy. In January
1754 peace negotiations were opened between Madras
and Pondicherry, but the real question at issue between
the two Companies was never approached, and after
much fruitless discussion the conferences were aban-
doned. Hostilities recommenced, and were carried
on with varying success until August 1st, when the
supersession of Dupleix by M. Godeheu completely
altered the relations between the English and the French
in Southern India. The greatest Frenchman of his
generation, the virtual ruler of an Empire larger than